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It is important to note that while this report focuses on “issues” raised because The Fund 

is interested in better understanding where to invest its resources, many positive 

attributes of our youth and their lives were also identified.   

 

The youth who participated in the focus groups are intelligent, articulate and 

compassionate.  They care deeply about others and improving their life circumstances.  

Countless heartfelt stories were shared of sick grandmothers, evicted neighbors, 

hardworking parents, hungry classmates, little children alone, and friends being 

mistreated by others. They expressed strong interest in making the world (not just their 

school or neighborhood or Forsyth County) a better place, eradicating hunger, ending 

war, making more jobs available, ending discrimination and the like.  They clearly see the 

world as much bigger than themselves and their daily lives and they are eager to have 

an impact on it.    

 

While clearly stressed and concerned about many things happening in their lives and the 

world, the youth on the whole were optimistic, positive and strongly desiring to be 

productive and successful.  They were appreciative of most of the adults in their lives and 

the opportunities afforded them, even while wishing for more in many cases. 
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Introduction and Background 

 

The Marshall B. Bass Children’s Fund (“The Fund”) has been dedicated to improving the lives of 

children in Forsyth County, NC since its inception in December 1997, through the vision and generosity 

of Marshall B. Bass.  The Fund plays a unique role in the youth-serving community, seeking to 

strengthen organizations that serve children, rather than serving children directly.  Its motto -- 

“Helping Those who Help Children”—succinctly shares the mission and intentions of The Fund.  In its 

more than 14 years of service to date, The Marshall B. Bass Children’s Fund has enriched the lives of 

countless children in Forsyth County by strengthening the management capabilities of youth-serving 

organizations through educational seminars on topics such as fundraising, strategic planning and 

organizational culture; mentoring services on board development and financial issues; and 

management training. 

In 2011, the Board of Directors of The Fund determined that it was necessary to increase awareness of 

The Fund among youth-serving organization and other community constituents in Forsyth County, NC.  

To do so, The Fund elected to conduct a multi-phased initiative called “The State of the Children.”  The 

objective of the State of the Children Initiative is to identify the most prevalent and significant social 

issues facing the youth in grades 6-9 (ages 10-14 years)  in Forsyth County and present them to 

interested youth-serving organization who want to better align their operational goals with the needs 

of children.  Phase I of the Initiative is to conduct an Environmental Scan of the demographics and 

issues facing youth aged 10-14 years in Forsyth County, comparing local youth and identified issues to 

those identified across the State of North Carolina and nationally, where possible.  Phase II will be a 

community event, hosted in September 2012, sharing the results of Phase I with youth-serving 

organizations in Forsyth County and other interested community constituents and seeking to achieve 

strong buy-in from the community to address the top needs of the youth identified through the 

Environmental Scan and the community event. 

This report is the State of the Children Environmental Scan.  The quantitative and qualitative data and 

information included in this Environmental Scan was gathered from a variety of primary and secondary 

sources including: 

 Data Searches and Document Reviews:  Data and secondary research/studies/analyses were 

obtained from a wide variety of local, regional, state and national sources.  Data were not 

always available for the 10-14 year old (6-9 grade) cohort specifically, in which cases data for 

the most directly relevant age cohort were provided, where that was available.  Data sources 

included websites, paper documents and data sources. Sources included:  US Department of 

Census, Winston-Salem/ Forsyth County schools, Forsyth Futures, Forsyth County Department 
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of Public Health, Forsyth County Department of Public Safety, Forsyth County Department of 

Social Services, Novant Health, Wake Forest Baptist Medical Center, The Children’s Defense 

Fund, Annie E. Casey Foundation, Jim Casey Foundation, NC Department of Public Instruction, 

NC Center for Health Statistics, Kids Count, NC State Institute for Emerging Issues, and others. 

 

 Interviews:  More than 25 one-on-one interviews were conducted with a wide range of 

community leaders and organizations involved in directly and indirectly serving youth in Forsyth 

County.  The goal of the interviews was to hear personally from these leaders and organizations 

the issues / trends they see for youth in this age cohort as well as the issues they are facing in 

serving these youth. The interviews provide a qualitative assessment of the state of youth aged 

10-14 years in Forsyth County and their issues and needs, from those who serve them and work 

with them on a daily basis.    

 

 Focus Groups:  Seven focus groups were conducted with a diverse mix of youth aged 10-14 

(grades 6-9) from throughout Forsyth County, with a total of 64 youth participating.  The intent 

of the focus groups was to hear directly from the youth in our community about their daily 

lives, the issues they face and what they think Forsyth County needs to offer to better serve the 

youth in their age cohort.  To ensure the greatest candor on the part of the youth, the focus 

groups were not video or audio-recorded.  The qualitative findings from these focus groups 

provide “the voice of the youth” in their own words and all references to “quotes” from the 

youth participants are paraphrased from the focus group notes and facilitation.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 

V o i c e s  o f  O u r  C h i l d r e n :   T h e  M a r s h a l l  B .  B a s s  C h i l d r e n ’ s  F u n d  

 
Page 4 

Executive Summary 

 

The Marshall B. Bass Children’s Fund (“The Fund”) has been dedicated to improving the lives of 

children in Forsyth County, NC since its inception in December 1997, through the vision and generosity 

of Marshall B. Bass.  The Fund plays a unique role in the youth-serving community, seeking to 

strengthen organizations that serve children, rather than serving children directly.  Its motto -- 

“Helping Those who Help Children”—succinctly shares the mission and intentions of The Fund.  In its 

more than 14 years of service to date, The Marshall B. Bass Children’s Fund has enriched the lives of 

countless children in Forsyth County by strengthening the management capabilities of youth-serving 

organizations through educational seminars on topics such as fundraising, strategic planning and 

organizational culture; mentoring services on board development and financial issues; and 

management training. 

In 2011, the Board of Directors of The Fund determined that it was necessary to increase awareness of 

The Fund among youth-serving organization and other community constituents in Forsyth County, NC.  

To do so, The Fund elected to conduct a multi-phased initiative called “The State of the Children.”  The 

objective of the State of the Children Initiative is to identify the most prevalent and significant social 

issues facing the youth in grades 6-9 (ages 10-14 years)  in Forsyth County and present them to 

interested youth-serving organization who want to better align their operational goals with the needs 

of children.  Phase I of the Initiative is to conduct an Environmental Scan of the demographics and 

issues facing youth aged 10-14 years in Forsyth County, comparing local youth and identified issues to 

those identified across the State of North Carolina and nationally, where possible.  Phase II will be a 

community event sharing the results of Phase I with youth-serving organizations in Forsyth County and 

other interested community constituents and seeking to achieve strong buy-in from the community to 

address the top needs of the youth identified through the Environmental Scan. 

The quantitative and qualitative data and information included in this Environmental Scan was 

gathered from a variety of primary and secondary sources including: 

 Data Searches and Document Reviews 

 One-on-one Interviews with adult leaders of youth-serving organizations 

 Youth Focus Groups 

This Environmental Scan paints a portrait of the issues and needs of youth aged 10-14 (grades 6-9) in 

Forsyth County in 2012, based on the primary and secondary research.  It reflects the voices of the 

children themselves as well as available data and one-on-one interviews with adults in Forsyth County 

who serve these youth directly and indirectly.   
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While many, diverse issues were raised during the course of the focus groups and interviews, the 

voices of our children (and those who serve them) indicate that the top issues that our youth see that 

they and their peers face currently in Forsyth County, based on the frequency and intensity of mention, 

are the: 

 Impact of technology on their lives and relationships 

 Impact of the economy on their households and their futures 

 Prevalence of drugs and alcohol in their lives and in the lives of “their adults” 

 Changing structure and nature of families and parent availability 

 Perceived lack of activities available to them 

 Strong sense of school stress from high expectations of school performance 

 Poor health and wellness of our youth 

These key learnings -- voiced by the youth themselves, as well as the adults and organizations committed to 

serving them – provide insight and opportunity to The Marshall B. Bass Children’s Fund as it seeks to continue its 

long and successful legacy of helping those who help children.  Some potential opportunities for the future 

involvement and investment of The Fund suggested by this research include:  

 Encouraging local organizations to reflect “the voice of our youth,” through Board, 

committee, and task force representation of youth.  On a periodic basis (every year or every 

other year) The Fund could add to the Voices of the Children in our community by researching 

the issues that are then top-of-mind for the desired age cohort and sharing that information 

again with the youth-serving community.  The Fund could also support programs that train our 

youth to enhance their ability to serve on such Boards and committees effectively, thereby 

strengthening the voice of our youth in the programming designed to serve them.  And, finally, 

The Fund could support training of adult Boards and organizations themselves on how to select 

and effectively integrate youth members into their Board structure and work. 

 

 Strengthening youth-serving organizations’ understanding of the impact of extensive use of 

technology on our youth and assisting them in undertaking initiatives to help youth develop 

the social and interpersonal skills needed in life, the appropriate use of technology, the 

opportunity for non-technology-based social interactions, and in conflict and time management 

skills.  In parallel, strengthen adults understanding of and use of technology as well, to lessen 

the “generational gap” and enhance adults’ ability to help youth make productive use of 

technology. 

 

 

 Enriching the tutorial component of after-school, summer and in-school programming, 

encouraging strong support, training and proactivity, as well as access to on-line and other 

tutorial resources.  Supporting a particular focus on reading enrichment activities to help close 

our documented gap in reading achievement score more quickly and on ensuring that after-
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school programs are prepared to actually assist with homework not merely provide a place to 

do it. 
 

 Supporting community efforts to make youth organizations and environments truly drug and 

alcohol free so that our youth do not grow up believing that “drug culture” is simply a part of 

everyday life. 
 

 Establishing or enriching “youth volunteer corps” to tap into the compassion, desired 

productivity and boredom of our youth.  Projects could include improving neighborhoods, 

planting gardens and selling/distributing produce and flowers, cleaning up park areas, playing 

with/mentoring younger children.  Needed materials could be provided directly, donations 

could sought, or the youth could themselves fundraise to cover such costs, and adult 

sponsors/mentors could be recruited. 
 

 Establishing or enhancing social center(s) for youth to gather, engage and have fun together in 

a safe environment. Such venues could be permanently dedicated to youth of a certain age or 

could be event-specific such as a monthly dance for middle school students or a quarterly picnic 

and park clean-up event. 
 

 Supporting enriching outings and field trips for youth, allowing youth to explore and 

understand the local world further.  Trips could include work/industrial sites, historic 

attractions, athletic and cultural events, recreational and nature settings, academic 

environments and the like. 
  

 Supporting development of additional curriculum and providing “roving” staff that offer 

interesting life skills training at camps, summer and after-school programs.  Curriculum could 

include life skills such as cooking and nutrition basics, basic sewing/mending, changing tires, 

health and wellness, financial literacy and budgeting, as well as more academic tutoring. 
 

 Supporting initiatives that train and engage parents in the lives of their children, working with 

them directly to understand the importance of their role in the daily personal and academic 

lives of their youth.  
 

 Supporting initiatives to teach broader communication skills to youth, including presentation 

and verbal skills, teamwork experiences, conversational skills, conflict resolution, and 

mediation, supplementing these vital skills needed for success in education and in the 

workforce being at least somewhat lost in the “digital and electronic age.”  


